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President Henault was seen there, and Paradis de
Monctif a philosopher and "writer, Tressan, the
Due and Duchesse de Luynes, the Comte d'Argen-
son, Cardinal de Tencin, the Bishop of Amiens and
above all Jean-Frederic Phelipeaux, Comte de
Maurepas and de Pontchartain. The latter intro-
duced a freer, lighter element in this austere
restrained milieu. His caustic wit and his liveliness
and jests amused the queen's retinue and gave
him some pleasing success. Secretary of State
since 1715, and given charge of naval affairs in
1723, he became minister in 1728. On 24th April
1749 a public disgrace cast him into the shade.
Marie Leczinska who never took any part in the
government was powerless before the king's
wishes, and could not prevent the fall of her
favorites and proteges.

But it was not the same with Mme de Pompa-
dour; in December 1745 she brought about the
exile of Orry, the Controleur, sacrificing him to
the interests of the Paris brothers whose claims she
was supporting. M. de Rouille took the place of
a blameless man against whom there were no
suspicions. She offered M. de Tournehem the
charge of directing the king's buildings and held
the reversion for a brother, the Marquis de Van-
dieres. At the same time GabrieFs services were
rewarded by the Inspectorship of public monu-
ments; the latter had already in 1741 obtained the
position of leading architect to the king, with a
salary of twelve thousand pounds; while Boffrand
was appointed chief engineer of the roads board,